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With the advent of spring our thoughts 
generally turn to a new appreciation of 
the miracles of nature. We might dabble 
a bit with the romantic poets, and some 
of us might even take an active interest 
in hoe and spade, and turn gardener. 
But within the realms of Catholic 
Theatre Conference, plans for our Con- 
vention Wed. to Sat. June 10-13 are tak- 
ing first place. 


Reports from the program planning 
committee have excited our interest 
tremendously. The stress on workshop 
flavor in the program planning has met 
with much enthusiasm everywhere. 
Among those who will highlight our 
June program are: 


Sister Mary Charitas, CS], Academy 
of the Holy Angels, Minn. 

Ted DeLay, Loyola U. of Los An- 
geles 

Joseph Rice, Immaculate Heart Col- 
lege, Los Angeles 

Sister M. Constantia, 
College, Dubuque 

Sister M. Philip, CSC, College of 
St. Mary of the Wasatch 

David Itkin, De Paul University , 
Chicago 

C. B. Gilford, St. Louis U., 

Frank Hanley,Los Angeles 

Sister Mary Immaculate, St. Joseph 
Academy, Wheeling 

Sister Mary Laurencita, BVM 

Sister M. Michaela, OSB 

Helen Coyle, Mary Manse College, To- 
ledo 


On the ‘‘entertainment”’ side we will 
have a production of Christopher Fry’s 
BOY WITH A CART as done by Immacu- 
late Heart College, L.A. and a movie 
version of C. B. Gilford’s IDIOTS OF 
CLAY as presented by St. Louis Uni- 
versity under his own direction, to men- 
tion only two items. 


Registration 


BYM, Clark 


In a recent communication from Con- 
vention Chairman, Dr. Earl Bach, we 
were asked to urge members to submit 
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their registration fees immediately. 
Registration fees, which include Lunch- 
eon at the Cosmopolitan Hotel on 
June 10th, are as follows: Individual 
members — $7.50; Non- members — 
$10.00; Seudents — $5.00. Please make 
check or money order payable to Loretto 
Heights College. We strongly urge you 
to register early. 


Securing Accommodations 


In the event that you have misplaced 
the flier on reservations, accomoda- 
tions, etc., which was sent you, you may 
welcome this reiteration: 


HOTELS — The Cosmopolitan. Also 
limited accomodations at The Albany 
Hotel, The Brown Palace and the 
Shirley Savoy. 


SISTERS — Rooms are still available at 
Loretto Heights College, $2.00 per day, 
exclusive of meals. Meals served in 
College cafeteria. Rooms will be 
opened A.M. June 9th and closed P.M. 
June 14th. For reservations write Sister 
Mary Victor, S.L. Loretto Heights, Lo=— 
retto, Colo. 


PRIESTS — Reservations at various rec- 
tories throughout Denver are being 
taken. Contact Sister Mary Victor. 


STUDENTS — Accomodations for stu- 
dents in private homes can be had. 
Make arrangements with chairman, Dr. 


Bach, at the College. 


Several requests for the names of 
good musicals have come to us. A com- 
mittee on musicals has been appointed 
and they would warmly welcome your 
help. If you know of a good musical for 
any level — high school, college, or 
community — please tell us about it, 
won't you? By helping us to build up a 
worthwhile file of information now, we 
may be able to help you in the future. 


DRAMA WORKSHOPS 


Marygrove College, Detroit, had an 
enjoyable and profitable day for all the 
high school people in the vicinity when 
they convened there for a High School 
Drama Workshop Day, March 14th. Sister 
Mary Avila, director of the Marygrove 
Dramatic Society and chairman of the 
Workshop Day, succeeded in stimulating 
much enthusiasm in the Detroit area 
through the event. Four schools enacted 
parts of plays they have produced or are 
producing this year: THE CONNECTI- 
CUT YANKEE AT KING ARTHUR’S 
COURT by St. Anthony High; STAGE 
DOOR, St. Ambrose; THE RED-HEADED 
STEP CHILD, Ladywood Academy, Ply- 
mouth; and THE SUMMONS OF SARIEL, 
St. Mary Academy, Monroe. These were 
studied individually by the audience as 
as well as the following topics: ‘‘How 
to Make Scene Shifting Easy’’, ‘‘Selling 
the House’’, “‘Choosing the Play’’, and 
“‘Meet the Catholic Theatre Con- 
ference’’, 


The College of St. Catherine, St. Paul, 
will be host to several neighboring Col- 
leges and Universities when they convene 
for a drama workshop April 18th. 
Mabel Frey, director at St. Catherine's, 
has asked a symposium of experts to 
discuss techniques of music, art, and 
dance inthe theatre, with demonstrations 
from the College’s latest production. 
This will be followed by a presentation 
of DONA ROSITA, a romantic drama by 
Garcia Lorca, a play which combines the 
arts for the modern stage. 


Miss 


Rev. Urban Nagle, O.P., CTC board 
member, has been well 
cently with work on a series of 18 T.V. 
shows coming out of Columbus, Ohio. 


occupied re- 


Word from Germany has it that Emmet 
Lavery’s FENELON has now been trans- 
lated into German and is being done 
there for the first time. 








CROSS COUNTRY CIRCUIT 
High Schools 


On May Ist and 3rd students at St. 
Joseph’s Academy, St. Paul, Minn., will 
offer SEVEN SISTERS as their senior 
class play. Sister Irenaeus, CSJ, says 
that the proceeds of both performances 
will be donated to the community’s 
building fund. The play will be the last 
production in a program which has in- 
cluded three one-acts, XINGU, THE 
KNAVE OF HEARTS and THE PROM- 


ISED ONE: one three-act, CAREER 
ANGEL; and an operetta, BELLS OF 
CAPISTRANO. 


Under the direction of Miss Therese 
Marie Cuny, the senior class of Provwi- 
dence High School, Chicago, will present 
THE GHOST TRAIN April 10,12, 15, 18, 
and 19. Boys from St. Philip’s and St. 
Mel’s High Schools will fill the male 
roles. According to Sister Marie Wil- 
liam, publicity director for Providence, 
theirs will be the first presentation of 
this play by a high school group, and 
the first presentation by an amateur 
group in the mid-west. Because of the 
unique sound-effects involved in the 
play, it has been found to be rather dif- 
ficult to stage. 


The Roswithan Players of Nazareth 
College, Louisville, have been hard at 
work on their forthcoming production of 
MURDER IN THE CATHEDRAL. Miss 
Joanne Burke is director of the drama 
department at the College. 


CAREER ANGEL will be the April 
production of students at Mount St. 
Scholastica Academy, Atchison, Kansas, 
under the direction.of Sister M. Ambrose, 
O.S.B. 


Father Lukan of Loras Academy, 
Dubuque, tells us that their spring pro- 
duction will be an original musical based 
on the Row-Peterson play, GREEN 
VALLEY. Earlier in the year the Loras 
Academy Dramatic Club collaborated 
with the Immaculate Conception Club to 
present an evening of one-act plays and 
did their Christmas production arena 
style. 


Drama students at Our Lady of Mercy 
School, Detroit, are under the direction 
of Sister M. Laurentina, R.S.M. Accord- 
ing to a resume of activities recently 
received from Sister, their productions 
this season have included a Christmas 
cantata, LIGHT OF THE WORLD, and 


a February production of CANDLE IN 


THE NIGHT. The latter, written by Sr. 
Bernadette Marie, RSM of New Bedford, 
Mass., is a play based upon the biography 
of Catherine McAuley. April 17 & 19 are 
the dates for their next show, PEG O’ 
MY HEART. UP ON OLD SMOKY, an 
operetta by Lorenz, is being adapted by 
the music and drama departments for 
presentation in May. 


Sister Mary Charitas informs us that 
at last count she had 56 signed up for 
attendance at the Denver Convention. 


ONE FAMILY SINGS is the title of 
the original play scheduled for April 18 
to 26 at Alvernia High School, Chicago. 
The play, written by Sister Francis 
Borgia, OSF, of Alvernia, and produced 
for the first time this month, will be 
under the direction of Miss Anna Helen 
Reuter. 


At St. Mary Academy, Monroe, Michi- 
gan, drama students have had a full 
season beginning with SONG AT THE 
SCAFFOLD in the fall. This was 
followed by a Christmas Tableux in 
December, and a colorful production of 
THE MIKADO in February. SUMMONS 
OF SARIEL was their offering at the 
one-act Festival recently held at Mary- 
grove College. This year marks the 
Academy’s sixth annual play festival 
to be held within the department. Four 
student directed ome-acts were pre- 
sented. For this month’s full-length 
production they have chosen THE NUT- 
CRACKER SUITE. All theatre activ- 


ities at St. Mary Academy are under the 


supervision of Sister Margaret Mary. 


The Academy of Our Lady, Chicago, 


also held a one-act Drama Festival 
within the school’s own department. 
Seven plays were produced, one being 
presented each week through February 
and March. They were WHITE IRIS; 
LAUD AND LARNIN’: FAR, FAR 
AWAY; ENJOYING POOR HEALTH; 
THE NECKLACE IS MINE; WHEN THE 
WHIRLWIND BLOWS; and LAVENDER 
AND RED PEPPER. The plays were 
under the direction of Therese Marie 
Cuny. 
the Academy’s next production. This 
time it will be the musical fantasy, 
BRIGADOON. 


At Galveston’s Sacred Heart Acad- 
emy the current production is the Gil- 
bert and Sullivan piece, THE GON- 
DOLIERS. Sister Carmelita, O.P., 


May 3—6—10 are the dates for 





who is directing the show, reports that 
it is quite a challenge for her students 
but that she believes they are capable 
of and benefit more from such attempts 
at the worthwhile things in drama and 
music. 


April 18 and 19 are the production 
dates for THE LITTLE DOG LAUGHED, 
Immaculata High School, Detroit. Sis- 
ter M. Colombiere says that it has been 
something of a challenge to arrange 
the set for the show but the results of 
their efforts have been most rewarding. 


Students at Slovak Girls Academy, 
Danville, Pennsylvania, recently fin- 
ished a successful production of PI- 
LATE’S DAUGHTER. The play which 
the group playedfive times was directed 
by Sister M. Bernard. 


From Sister Roberta of St. Agnes 
High, Kansas City, Kansas comes the 
report that a successful production of 
THE UPPER ROOM was recently com- 
pleted. Prior to this the school’s Spe- 
dramatic Club offered THE NIGHT OF 
JANUARY 16TH. 


Colleges & Universities 


GOOD BYE MY FANCY, MR. DOO- 
LEY, JR. and DONA ROSITA were 
among the plays presented at The Col- 
lege of St. Catherine, St. Paul, Minn., 
this year. The students also gave an 
evening of scenes from Shakespeare dur- 
ing February and plan to present a‘series 
of experimental one act plays at the 
Fine Arts Festival to be held at the 
College during April and May. Miss 
Mabel Frey is director of Drama at The 
College of St. Catherine. News of their 
coming workshop day will be found else- 
where in THE CALENDAR. 


The Spring production at Ursuline 
College of New Orleans will be Emmet 
Lavery’s SONG AT THE SCAFFOLD. 
Director of Drama is Miss Edna Mae 
Mock. Miss Beatrice Plouf is drama di- 
rector at Ursuline College in Louisville, 
Ky., and reports that THE HEIRESS will 
be their choice for a spring production. 


Ted DeLay of the University of Los 
Angeles has given us a resume of activ- 
ities of their theatre department this 
year. Lulu Vollmer’s SUN-UP, the dept’s 
offering last fall, was under the direction 
of Mr. Paul Blackburn. In Dec. they did 
THE HASTY HEART — director, Mr. 
DeLay. For the February Archdiocesan 








PLAY PRODUCTION 
WORK SHEET 


REST ASSURED — By Donald Payton — 
Published by Heuer Publishing Co., 
Cedar Rapids, lowa. 


TYPE: Three act Farce. Royalty: 
$10.00 Books: .75 (latest listing) 


CAST: Six men, seven women ( extras if 
desired). 


PRODUCTION: The play requires one 
interior set which can be more or less 
elaborate depending on individual cir- 
cumstances. Arrangement of doors, 
stairs, etc. are optional since the plot 
or action neither depend nor demand 
specific arrangement. 


STORY: Mr. Morlock who doesn’t like 
anything but money, manages both his 
business and his family accordingly. 
When his daughter expresses her inten- 
tion to marry the son of a poor Italian 
(Luigi Laconi), he flies into a rage and, 
in a later encounter with Luigi, causes 
his death. Luigi ‘‘comes back’’ to haunt 
Morlock until he gives consent to the 
marriage. Before he can do this, how- 
ever, Morlock dies froman overdose of 
sleeping pills. To add to the fun and 
complications, Lucifer comes to usher 
Morlock (along with other lost souls) to 


lower regions. Morlock is amazed at 


the lack of sorrow and grief over his 
death and finally realizes that he was a 
rich man but a poor husband and father- 
It eventually develops that the whole 
thing was a bad dream. Mr. Morlock re- 
forms and peace and happiness are re- 
stored. 


EVALUATION: The play is an excel- 
lent one for high school groups. The 
dialogue is crisp and the philosophy good 


It is one modern dress play that is re-' 


freshingly different. There is a com- 
plete absence of adolescent love or 
the juvenile deliquent who turns out to 
be the hero. 


Although the ideas of invisible 
characters and awakening from a bad 
dream to solve the situation are not new, 
they are cleverly handled without less- 
ening the suspense or revealing the end- 
ing which should come as a surprise. 


The characters are somewhat stereo- 
type but varied and interesting. Luci- 
fer and Mrs. Schmalez (one of the lost 
souls) are excellent characterizations 
but should be made to look ridiculous, 





not appealing. One should laugh at 
them, not with them. 


The ‘“‘extras’’ brought in near the 
end of act three seem to be unnecessary. 
If used they must be strong and excel- 
lently portrayed. 


The character of Luigi’s wife as 
written is presented as an ‘‘old’’ woman. 
We found it more effective to bring her 
in as a “‘young’’ woman dressed in a 
white bridal gown and short veil. This 
reverting to young womanhood was 
easily explained by the line: ‘‘Nobody’s 
old in heaven, Luigi.”’ 


The lines and action must be very 
fast throughout. Plenty of opportunity 


for gags. 


Compiled by — (Rev.) Guy E. Guyon, 

O. Praem., Central Catholic High 
School, 

Green Bay, Wisconsin 


KLOTEN CONSIDERING 
FALL OFFERS 


Having completed a year of free-lance 
directing, Edgar Kloten, plans to return 
to educational theatre in the fall and is 
interested in knowing what openings are 
available. 


Mr. Kloten was for seven years on the 
faculty at Fordham University and direct- 
ed the Fordham University Theatre. His 
free-lance activities in the past yearhave 
included direction of NAUGHTY MARI- 
ETTA for St. Philip and St. James 
School, N.J., a Passion Play, HIS 
MOTHER’S PROMISE for St. Boniface 
Church, N.J., THE IMPORTANCE OF 
BEING EARNEST for College of New 
Rochelle, N.Y., as well as lectures 
before various club groups. 


Mr. Kloten is currently speaking at 
the Conference on Arena Theatre at the 
University of Miami this month. 


ST. GENESIUS MEDALS 


Since St. Genesius is our patron 
saint in Drama, you may be interested 
in knowing where medals may be pur 
chased. Many directors like to present 
them to incoming members of their drama 
clubs; others use them as awards for 
special achievement. If you are inter- 
ested, you may write to the Catholic 
Actors Guild of America, Hotel Astor, 
Broadway & 45th St., New York 36, N.Y. 


PLAYWRIGHTS VS 
“PURITANISM” 


“The Modern Revolt Against Puri- 
tanism’’ was the subject of a-two-day 
symposium presented by the Catholic 
Renascence Society in Chicago this 
month. There to discuss American play- 
wrights and the part they are playing in 
this ‘‘Revolt’’ was Eddie Dowling, well- 
known actor-producer. 


Mr. Dowling praised some of our mod- 
ern playwrights for ‘‘striking out against 
Puritanism’’ in theatre but it was 
his belief that many of these writers 
were strongly influenced by Communist 
philosophy? ‘‘Our young playwrights are 
idealistic’’,he said. ‘‘Theirsisa genius 
for words and ideas. They are striking 
Out against injustice and what we erro- 
neously call Puritanism, but they are 
mixed in what they propose. Unfortu- 
nately, they are left-wingers. And with. 
the developments of the last few years 
they have been left with nowhere to go. 
They found their idol, the Communist 
state, the most brutal the world has ever 
known. Thus everything they have done 
has been a waste of time.”’ 


Mr. Dowling concluded with the idea 
that the work of these playwrights is not 
likely to survive. He pointed out that 
history has proven that those dramatists 
who have a ‘‘fixed idea of attack’’ sel- 
dom live in their works past their own 
time. 


DETROIT MEETING 


The Detroit area of the East-Central 
Region of Catholic Theatre Conference 
held its second meeting at MercyCollege, 
Detroit, March 28th. Sixteen represent- 
atives of thirteen theatre groups in the 
Detroit area were present at the meeting 
which was under the chairmanship of 
Sister Mary Marguerite, R.S.M. The 
primary purpose of the meeting was to 
discuss plans for a 1953-54 play festival 
to be held in the area. The idea had 
already been discussed at the Drama 
Workshop recently held at Marygrove, 
but the March 28th meeting solidified the 
plans. It was decided that Marygrove 
College would be the site of the festival 
which will take place next fall and that 
representatives of college, high school, 
and community theatre would take part. 
Sister Mary Avila, I.H.M. and Sister 
Mary Roman, SSND will be co-chairmen. 











































Refreshingly Original! Thoroughly Tested! 


Love is in the Air 


A Warm-Hearted Comedy in Three Acts. Professionally written by Frank and Doris Hursley 
Interior. 6M. 8W. Wholesome humor, sincere sentiment, and situations that can be 
believed in are extremely well-integrated. The story provides a charming change of pace 
as well as tears-to-laughter moods that cast and audience will be sure to remember 
Thoroughly tested at Ensley High School, Birmingham, Ala., under the supervision of 
Florence Pass, Director of Speech Dept. and Sponsor of Thespian Troupe 258 


“Mister” Co-ed 


A Comedy in Three Acts. By Esther Olson, author of the oft-produced GLAMOUR BOY 
and other well-known plays. Single ‘‘fun-to-do’’ collegiate setting. 4M. 8W. Extras 
optional. Director may add featured numbers for dancing and singing, if desired. Says 
Miss Evelyn Johnston, Test Director ut Grand Junction (lowe) H. S.: “MISTER CO-ED 
is definitely clever. Performance was a pure delight! The audience seemed to have ‘the 
time of their lives.’ ‘’ Miss Olson has endowed an age-old and well-loved comic situation 
with some brightly up-to-the-minute “‘twists.”’ 


No More Homework 


A New Comedy in Three Acts. By John Henderson. Interior set. 8M. 9 W. Extras can be 
added or — in smaller schools — certain roles can be eliminated or “‘doubled.’’ Nearly 
every director seeks, at some time or other, a play which can be produced on a limited 
rehearsal and production schedule without sacrificing the quality or in any way detracting 
from the worthwhile standards of his or her previous “‘shows.’’ We sincerely believe that 
NO MORE HOMEWORK can admirably ‘‘fill this bill,” and at the some time offer the 
highest possible dividends in playability, true humor, and completely entertaining ‘‘theatre.”’ 


Father Was a Housewife 


A Three-Act Play ‘with Some Music.’” By Vera and Ken Tarpley. Interior, 6M. 9W 
Here again — as in their previous success, THE LITTLE DOG LAUGHED — the talented 
Tarpleys have cleverly combined novel ideas, a ‘‘right-on-the-button”’ sense of human com 
pulsions, and a practical knowledge of what makes a play “go beyond the footlights.”’ 
Unique in its basic situation ond truly distinctive in flavor, ‘Fother’’ hes been tested 
by the authors themselves at the Crystal Lake (Ill.) H.S. and later “‘on the road.” A 
recording of the tuneful songs is available, if desired 


Dawn to Earth 


A Comedy-Fantasy in Three Acts, with a Prologue. By Bettye Knapp. The two simple 
settings provide an enjoyable and accomplishable challenge for the technical staff, and 
the cast of 6M. and 7 W. afford gratifying opportunities for good acting and discerning 
direction. Intended for those groups who are seeking “‘something definitely off the beaten 
path,“’ DOWN TO EARTH can lend both dignity and stature to any season 






Royalty: $25 or Percentage Plan Books: 85c 


ROW-PETERSON HIGH-QUALITY PLAYS 


1911 Ridge Avenue Evanston, Illinois 















